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News brief - August 2024

Carrefour withdraws its products from Israeli settlements, but
remains intricately linked to the Israeli settlement enterprise

1. The withdrawal of Carrefour-branded products from stores located in Israeli
settlements: a purely cosmetic measure.

In recent weeks, the Carrefour group has discreetly had Carrefour-branded products
withdrawn from stores located in Israeli settlements owned by Yenot Bitan, its franchisee. This
has been confirmed by on-site observations over the past few months. While this is a positive
step, it cannot conceal Carrefour’s continued involvement in the Israeli settlement enterprise
through its franchise agreement.

This withdrawal is the result of campaigns conducted, particularly in France, against
Carrefour's ties to the Israeli settlement enterprise, and we welcome it. However, it is
essentially a “cosmetic” measure, designed to obscure the fact that the French group remains
active and present in the settlements.

Indeed, franchise agreements with the Israeli companies Electra Consumer Products and
Yenot Bitan remain in force, including for branches located in the settlements, as evidenced
by the group’s decision to impose the sale of Carrefour-branded products in these stores,
followed by the subsequent decision to order their withdrawal. Similarly, in January 2024, a
job offer was published to recruit staff for a “Carrefour branch” in the Maale Adumim settlement.
The wording of this job offer clearly indicates that the Yenot Bitan stores in the settlements are
Carrefour branches, despite the absence of the Carrefour logo or the fact that they no longer
sell Carrefour-brand products.

In the same vein, the Carrefour group stated in its “Universal Registration Document” for
shareholders in May 2024 that Electra Consumer Products had “signed a contract prohibiting
it from developing Carrefour-banner stores in the Palestinian territories”, which implicitly
entails that branches located in the settlements may still benefit from the franchise agreement
provided the Carrefour logo is not displayed.

These stores contribute to the development of Israeli settlements. The Carrefour group thus
remains directly involved in Israel’s settlement enterprise.

'Carrefour Group Universal Registration Document 2023
https://www.carrefour.com/sites/default/files/2024-03/CFR2023 URD_FR_MEL 24.03.29 2.pdf



2. Carrefour continues its partnerships with Israeli companies linked to the
settlements

As indicated in the report The dangerous liaisons of the Carrefour Group with the Israeli
colonisation? and in several news briefs, the core of Carrefour's complicity with the Israeli
settlement enterprise lies in its franchise agreements and partnerships with Israeli companies
that are directly involved in Israeli settlements. These include Electra Consumer Products -
whose sister company, the Electra Ltd group, is listed in the UN database of companies linked
to Israeli settlements - and its subsidiary Yenot Bitan, both signatories to the franchise
agreement. Carrefour has also established partnerships with Hapoalim Bank, listed in the UN
database, as well as the startup Juganu, active in the settlements of Beitar lllit and Har Homa3.
Finally, in early 2023, Carrefour Israel secured loans from four Israeli banks, all of which are
listed in the UN database: the previously mentioned Hapoalim Bank, along with Leumi Bank,
Mizrahi Tefahot Bank, and Israel Discount Bank. Notably, Leumi Bank describes itself as “the
financial branch of the Zionist movement.”

3. The advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice could have
repercussions for the Carrefour group

On July 19, the International Court of Justice stated in a major advisory opinion® that States
must “abstain from entering into economic or trade dealings with Israel concerning the
Occupied Palestinian Territory or parts thereof which may entrench its unlawful presence in
the territory” and that they must “take steps to prevent trade or investment relations that assist
in the maintenance of the illegal situation created by Israel in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory”. This advisory opinion from the UN's highest judicial authority should lead States to
prohibit outright all trade with Israeli settlements and to require companies in their respective
countries to cease all economic activity linked to settlements. Even prior to receiving directives
from their respective states, companies must fulfil their duty of due diligence, which specifically
requires them to ensure that their activities do not violate human rights.

Recommendations:

Our organisations' demand remains more relevant than ever: the Carrefour group must put
an end to all the agreements it has entered into in order to establish itself in Israel, as
these agreements are based on partnerships with companies involved in illegal
settlements on occupied territory, which constitutes a war crime under international
law.

2 Report “The dangerous liaisons of the Carrefour Group with the Israeli colonisation”,
https://plateforme-palestine.org/IMG/pdf/202301_vanglais_carrefour_inter_guide_v4_sr_v2.pdf

3 Note d’'actualisation [news brief, in French] « Carrefour intensifie ses relations avec les colonies
israéliennes », https://plateforme-palestine.org/Carrefour-intensifie-ses-liens-avec-la-colonisation-
illegale-de-la-Palestine

4 Archived article from The Marker (in Hebrew) : https://archive.fo/28sQp#selection-457.2-461.180
® |CJ Advisory Opinion “Legal Consequences arising from the Policies and Practices of Israel in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem”, https://www.icj-
cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/186/186-202407 19-adv-01-00-en.pdf



